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REAL PARTY IN INTEREST 

The real party in interest in this appeal is the following party: International Business Machines 
Corporation 



(Appeal Brief Page 2 of 21) 
Aiigwtn et d. - 09/gt6,005 



PAGE 4/23 * RCVD AT 10/17/2005 5:00:04 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] ' SVR:USPTO-EF)(RF-6/24 « DNIS:2738300 * CSID:972 385 7766 * DURATION (inin-ss):0440 



Oct 17 2005 4:04PM YEE 8. RSSOC I RT ES, P . C * 



t972J 385-77GG 



p . 5 



RELATED APPEALS AND IN TERFERENCES 

With respect to other appeals or interferences that wiU directly affect, or be directly affected by, 
have a bearing on the Board's decision in the pending appeal, there are no such appeals or 
interferences. 
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STATUS OF CLAIMS 



A. TOTAL NUMBER OF CLAIMS IN APPLICATION 

Claims in the application are: 1, 2, 4-11, 13-19, and 21-23 



B. STATUS OF ALL THE CLAIMS IN APPLICATION 

1. Claims canceled: 3, 12, and 20 

2. Claims withdrawn fix>m consideration but not canceled: NONE 

3. Claims pending: 1, 2, 4-11, 13-19, and 21-23 

4. Claims allowed; NONE 

5. Claims rejected: 1,2, 4-11, 13-19, and 21-23 

6. Claims objected to: NONE 

C. CLAIMS ON APPEAL 

The claims on appeal are: 1,2,4-11, 13-19, and 21-23 



(Appeal Brief Page A of 21) 
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STATUS OF AME?JDMENTS 
Theare were no amcndnieiits made after final rejection. 
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SUMMARY OF CLAIMED SUBJECT MATTER 

Independent claim 1: 

The presently claimed iwcntion provides a method for providing personal data to a recipient. 
The present invention provides a personal data object 544, 564 that includes personal data and a 
template with embedded code for generating a personal data output. See specification, page 12, 
line 21, to page 13, line U; page 16, lines 16-25; page 17, Une 22, to page 18, line 25; page 19, 
lines 1-6; and, page 20, lines 13-18. The present invention receives at least one credential for a 
recipient. See specification, page 14, line 25, to page 15, line 9; page 17, lines 12-15; page 19. 
line 23, to page 20, line 6; and, page 20, Hne 23, to page 21, Une 2. The present invention then 
activates the embedded code in the template to dynamically generate a personal data output based 
on the at least one credential. See specification, page 15, line 1 1, to page 16, line 5; page 17, 
lines 15-20; page 18, lines 19-25; page 19, lines 15-21; page 20, hnes 8-11; and, page 21, lines 1- 
8. The present invention delivers the personal data output to the recipient See specification, 
page 14, lines 21-23; page 16, lines 7-14; page 20, lines 8-11; and, page 21, lines 8-9. 

Independent claims 10: 

The presently claimed invention provides an apparatus for providing personal data to a recipient. 
The present invention provides a personal data object 544, 564 that includes personal data and a 
template with embedded code for generating a personal data output. See specification, page 12, 
line 21, to page 13, line 1 1; page 16, lines 16-25; page 17, line 22, to page 1 8, Ime 25; page 19, 
lines 1-6; and, page 20, lines 13-18, The present invention receives at least one credential for a 
recipient. See specification, page 14. line 25, to page 15, line 9; page 17. lines 12-15; page 19, 
Ime 23, to page 20, line 6; and, page 20, line 23, to page 21, line 2. The present invention then 
activates the embedded code in the template to dynamically generate a personal data output based 
on the at least one credential See specification, page 1 5, line 1 1, to page 1 6, line 5; page 17, 
lines 15-20; page 18, lines 19-25; page 19, lines 15-21; page 20, lines 8-11 : and, page 21, lines 1- 
8- The present invention delivers the personal data output to the recipient. See specification, 
page 14, lines 21-23; page 16. lines 7-14; page 20, lines 8-11; and, page 21, lines 8-9. The means 

t. 

(Appeal Brief Page 6 of 21) 
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recited in independent claim 10, as well as dependent claims 11 and 13-18, may be data 
piocessing hardware within server 200, client 300, and combinations thereof, as described in the 
specification at page 8, line 1 3 , to page 1 2, line 1 9, operating under control of software 
performing with the functionality described in the specification at page 20, line 20, to page 21. 
line 9, or equivalent. 

Independent claim 19: 

The presently claimed invention provides a computer program product for providing personal 
data to a recipient The present invention provides a personal data object 544, 564 that includes 
personal data and a template with embedded code for generating a personal data output. See 
specification, page 12. line 21, to page 13, line 1 1; page 16, lines 16-25; page 17, line 22, to page 
18, line 25; page 19, lines 1-6; and, page 20, lines 13-18. The present invention receives at least 
one credential for a recipient. See specification, page 14, line 25, to page 15. line 9; page 17, 
lines 12-15; page 19, Une 23. to page 20, line 6; and, page 20, Une 23, to page 21, line 2. The 
present invention then activates the embedded code in the template to dynamically generate a 
personal data output based on the at least one credential. See specification, page 15, line 1 1, to 
page 16, line 5; page 17, lines 15-20; page 18, lines 19-25; page 19, lines 15-21; page 20, lines 8- 
11; and, page 21, lines 1-8. The present invention delivers the personal data output to the 
recipient. See specification, page 14, lines 21-23; page 16, lines 7-14; page 20, lines 8-11; and, 
page 21, lines 8-9. The computer instructions embodied on a computer readable medium are as 
described with reference to Mgure 6 in the description at page 17, line 22, to page 1 8, line 25; 
page 20, line 13, to page 21, line 9; page 21 , line 24, to page 22, line 8; or equivalent. 
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r.ROTJNDS OV TtEJECTION TO BE RE VTEWED ON APPEAL 
The grounds of rqection on q)peal are as follows: 

I. Claims 1, 2, 4-1 1, 13-19, and 21-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as being allegedly 
anticipated by Z)o«v/few etal. (U.S. Patent No, 6,633,311). 
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ARGUMENT 

I. 35 U>S.C. S 102- AUeged Anactpation of Claims L 2 . 4-11, 13-19, and 21-23 

The Final Office Action rejects claims 1, 2, 4-1 1, 13-19, and 21-23 under 35 U.S.C. § 102 
as being anticipated hy Douvikas et al (U.S. Patent No. 6,633,311). This rejection is respectfully 
traversed. 

Douvikas teaches an electronic service to manage and export contact information. The 
electronic service ot Douvikas allows a user to create an electronic business card by entering 
personal data into a user interfece. The user may mark information as being private, semi- 
private, or public by selecting radio buttons, See Douvikas, Figures 7A and 7B, 722, 724, 726; 
col. 5, Une 64, to col. 6, line 24; coL 9, lines 21-39. The personal data is then stored as records 
and fields in a database. A small integer field indicates whether a particixlar field is private, 
semi-private, or public. See Douvikas, Figures 19A-19C; col. 13, lines 43-50, 

Douvikas further teaches that a controlling software application provides the electronic 
business card system jamctionality. This software includes a session manager^ a login aervlet, a 
search servlct, a database connectivity interface, and a template engine. Sec Douvikas, col. 1 U 
line 60, to coL 12, line 10. However, only the database connectivity interface (JDBC 
objects/classes) perfbims the functions of generating personal data tising structured query 
language (SQL) statements. S^o Douvikas, col. 13, lines 2-13. Thus, in order to request an 
electronic business card, a user must be logged into the electronic business card system and the 
electronic business card system software itself retrieves and presents the data from database 
fields and records. 

In contradistinctioru the present invention provides personal data in a more portable 
format. The present invention provides a personal data object that includes a template with 
embedded code. This embedded code may then be activated to dynamically generate personal 
data baaed on a recipient's credjentials. Claim 1 , for example, recites: 

1 , A method for providing personal data to a recipient, comprising: 

providing a personal data object, wherein the personal data object includes 

a template with embedded code for generating a personal data output; 
receiving at least on© credential for the recipient; 

(Appeal Brief Pago 9 of 2]) 
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activating the embedded code in tiie template to dynamically generate a 
personal data output based on the at least one credential; and 
delivering the personal data output to the recipient. 

Douvikas does not teach or suggest a personal data object that includes a template with 
embedded code that may be activated to generate personal data. To the contrary, Douvikas stores 
personal data in a database foimat and relies on specific server software to query the database 
and return appropriate personal data based on the credentials of the requesting user. 

Douvikas teaches a &ont end software framework that manages access to electronic 
business card data. The front end is separate and distinct from the business data itself. Douvikas 
states: 

In one embodiment of the present inventioUj an electronic 
business card (EBC) access and organization system operates from 
a Web-based computer system that includes a database and 
software for managing access, data privacy, and dynamic updates. 
The cardholder database, i.e., the database containing records of 
each registered cardholder (or "Member" of the EBC system), is 
accessible from any Web browser connected to the Internet. 
Examples of such common Web browsers are Microsoft's Intemet 
Explorer and Netscape.RTM- Navigator.RTM.. In an alternate 
embodiment, the EBC system maybe installed behind a 
conventional network "firewall" security device and thus made 
accessible only to browsers cormected to and authorized to use the 
intranet defined by and behind the firewall. 

Dowikas, coL 2, lines 17-30, Below is a block diagram of the EBC system as described by 
Douvikas: 

Douvikas etal. 



Software 



7^ 



computer 
aystem 

T 



Web page 













browser 






client 
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As shown above, a Web-based computer system includes a database and software. The database 
and the software are separate, as described in Douvikas. Also> the software, not the database, is 
responsible for managing access and data privacy. Contrary to the present invention, in no way is 
the software of DotMkas embedded in a personal data object. 

The Final Office Action alleges ihsii Douvikas teaches that an electronic business card 
containing personal contact information is provided to an e-mail recipient at col. 8, lines 7-17 
and 52-53, which read as follows: 

Either the signature hyperlink or the vCard (which can also 
contain a hyperlink) can then be used by conventional email 
programs. Electronic mail sent by the cardholder is automatically 
formatted to contain a signature hypertext link, according to the 
well-known hypertext markup language (HTML) standard or any 
of its common variants, directing recipients of the email to the 
electronic business card access and organization system. This 
hyperlink enables the recipient of the email to rapidly access the 
EBC system to locate the cardholder and/or obtain additional 
infonnation.,. 

Douvikas, col. 8, hnea 7-17. 

Let's walkthrough the process of becoming a Member. 

1 , From the Member login screen, click the Become a Member 
button. 

2. Fill in your Card Profile: the profile contains all of your contact 
information and can be updated as needed See the help menu topic 
"Set Up Your Card" for more infomiation. 

Douvikas, col. 8, lines 49-55. At best, Douvikas teaches that a vCard can contain a hyperlink. 

However, there is no teaching in Douvikas that a personal data object includes a template with 

embedded code for generating personal data output, particularly where the embedded code is 

activated to dynamically generate a personal data output based on at least one credential, as in 

the presently claimed invention- In fact, Douvikas specifically teaches that the vCard is a known 

feature, which prior to the present invention contained no embedded code. See Douvikas^ col. 8, 

lines 18-21 . Unlike the present invention, Douvikas proposes providing a separate and distinct 

business card front end to provide additional information. 

The Final Office Action alleges that Douvikas teaches that a card is displayed using a 

template with embedded tags replaced by customized data at col. 1 3, lines 1 5-22, which reads as 

follows: 

(Appeal Brief Pago 11 of21) 
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All pages displayed by the Boomeraag application, including 
tho help and infomiation screens, are dynamically generated. The 
base HTML code and image links for these pages are stored as 
template files which axe preloaded on servlet initidization. These 
files are parsed and custom tags replaced with data extracted from 
the database (or calculated) before sending the page to the 
requester and display to the user. 
Clearly, this portion refers to help and infomciation screens and not a personal data object. The 
Office Action proffers no analysis as to why a simple hyperlink in a vCard and cuBtomary help 
and information screens in HTML are somehow equivalent to a personal data object that includes 
a template with embedded code for generating personal data output, particularly where the 
embedded code is activated to dynamically generate a personal data output based on at least one 
credential, as recited in claim 1, for example. 

To the contrary, Douvikas actually teaches an electronic business card system that is very 
different from the presently claimed invention, because Douvikas teaches a Web-based front-end 
software system that is s^arate from the personal data in a database. In fact, Douvikas actually 
teaches away from the presently claimed invention because it teaches using specific software, 
separate from the data itself to manage access and data privacy, as opposed to a personal data 
object that includes a template with embedded code, as in the presently claimed invention. 
Absent the Office Action pointing out some teaching or incentive to implement i?o«v/fco5 with a 
personal data object with embedded code, one of ordinary skill in the art would not be led to 
modify Douvikas to reach the present invention when the reference is examined as a whole. 
Absent some teaching, suggestion, or incentive to modify Douvikas in this manner, the presently 
claimed invention can be reached only through an improper use of hindsight using Appellants' 
disclosure as a template to make the necessary changes to reach the claimed invention. 

The applied reference feils to teach or fairly suggest each and every claim limitation; 
therefore, Douvikas does not anticipate claim 1 . Independent claims 10 and 19 recite subject 
matter addressed above with respect to claim 1 and are allowable for the same reasons. Since 
claims 2, 4-9, 1 L 13-18, and 21-23 depend from claims 1. 10, and 19, the same distinctions 
. between Douvikas and the invention recited in claims 1 , 10, and 19 ^ply for these claims. 
Additionally, claims 2, 4-9, 11, 13-18, and 21-23 recite other additional combinations of features 
not suggested by the reference, 

(Appeal Brief Pase 12 of 21) 
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Therefore, Ai>pellants respectfully request that the rejection of claims 1, 2, 4-1 1» 13-19, 
and 21-23 under 35 U.S.C. § 102 not be sustamed. 

lA. 3p U-S.C. 8 102- Alleged Anticipadon of Claims 4. 13. and 21 

With reapect to claitns 4, 13, and 21, Donvikas does not teach or suggest that the personal 

data object comprises at least one of a signed Java class, a Java server page, and a text file with 

fields replaced by JavaScript code. While Donvikas teaches that the electronic business card 

service software uses Java, the applied references does not teach a personal data object that 

includes personal data and a template with embedded code, wherem the personal data object 

comprises a signed Java class, a Java server page, and a text file with fields replaced by 

JavaScript code, as recited in claims 4, 13, and 21. 

The Final Office Action alleges that Douvikas teaches a personal data object comprising a 

Java class and e Java server page, as it was disclosed that displayed HTML pages are returned to 

the requester, at col. 12, lines 65-67, which reads as follows: 

After processing the URL and form parameters, a HTML 
document (e.g., a results screen) is returned to the requestor, 
typically the browser window. 

Thus, Douvikas does indeed appear to teach processing a URL and returning a HTML document 

However, this falls well short of the limitations of claim 4, for example, hi no way is a simple 

HTML document equivalent to a personal data object including personal data and a template 

with embedded code for generating a personal data output that comprises a signed Java class, a 

Java server page, or a text file with fields replaced by JavaScript code. The Final Office Action 

proffers no analysis as to why the seemingly irrelevant cited portion somehow anticipates claim 

4, for example. 

The Final Office Action further alleges that Douvikas teaches unplementmg a personal 

data object including personal data and a template with embedded code for generating a personal 

data output that is implemented in Java using a Java server page at col. 12, lines 5-6, 15-27; and 

col. 13, hues 1-6. CoL 12, lines 5-6, teaches that the database may be implemented using JDBC. 

Col. 12, lines 15-27, teaches that the Web server may be implemented using Java objects. Col. 

13, lines 1-6, states: 

JDBC Objects/Classes 1340 

These consist of generic JDBC classes that execute queries and 

(Appeal Brief Pflfie 13 t>f 21) 
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return results in a Java hash table indexed by column name. To 
make more efficient use of database resources, all structured query 
language (SQL) statements are prepared at servlet initialization. 

Thus, Dotnnkas teaches that the JDBC classes are used to query and return results from the 

database. Nowhere do any of these cited portions teach that a personal data object including 

personal data and a template with embedded code for generating a personal data output is 

implemented in Java using a Java server page, as alleged by the Final Office Action. 

Therefore, Appellants respectfully request that the rejection of claims 4, 13, and 21 under 

3S U-S.C. § 102 not be sustained. 

IB, 3S U.S>C> $ 102. Alleged Anticlnation of aalms 6 and 15 

With respect to claims 6 and 15, Douvikas does not teach or suggest that delivering the 
dynamically generated personal data output comprises attaching the dynamically generated 
personal data ou^ut to an e-mail message. The Final Office Action alleges that Douvikas 
teaches this feature at coL 10, lines 46-57, which states: 

A signature file has an HTML link to your Card; when 
downloaded, the signature file will embed the link into all of your 
email messages. When someone reads your message and wants to 
view your contact iofoimation, he just clicks on the HTML liiUc 
and is immediately connected to your Card and your up-to-the- 
minute contact information* 

A vCard is a file that holds your contact information in a 
standard format Some email packages such as Microsoft Outlook 
and Netscape Communicator recognize this format and can treat it 
in a special way. Because it is not a live link, it may display old or 
inaccurate information, particularly if someone is reading an old 
email message firom you. 

Thus, Dowikas does inde^ appear to teach an HTML link or a vCard embedded in an e-mail 

message. However, in no way does Douvikas teach or even suggest attaching dynamically 

generated personal data output to an e-mail message. In fact, the cited portioti of Douvikas 

actually teaches away fi:om the invention recited in claims 6 and 15, because Douvikas teaches a 

vCard file that holds contact information in a "standard format," which may display "old or 

inaccurate information." Clearly, Douvikas does not anticipate claims 6 and 15. 

Therefore. Appellants respectfiiUy request that the rejection of claims 6 and 15 under 35 

U.S.C. § 102 not be sustained. 
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CONCLUSION 

In view of the above, Appellants respectfully submit that claims 1, 2, 4-1 1, 13-19, and 21- 
23 are allowable over the cited prior art and that the application is in condition for allowance. 
Accordingly, Appellants respectfblly request the Board of Patent Appeals and Interferences to 
not sustain the rejections set forth in the Final Office Action. 
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C!T AIMS APPENDIX 

The text of the claims involved in the appeal reads; 

1 . A method for providing personal data to a recipient, comprising: 

providing a personal data object, wherein the personal data object includes personal data 
and a template with embedded code for generating a personal data output; 
receiving at least one credential for the recipient; 

activating the embedded code in the template to dynamically generate a persotial data 
output based on flxe at least one credential; and 

delivering the personal data output to the recipient, 

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the at least one credential comprises an e-mail address. 

4. The method of claim I , wherein the personal data object comprises at least one of a 
signed Java class, a Java server page, and a text file with fields replaced by JavaScript code. 

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the personal data output comprises one of an electronic 
business card and an electronic calendar. 

6. The method of claim 1 , wherein tlic step of delivering ttie personal data output to the 
recipient comprises attaching the personal data output to an e-mail message. 

7. The method of claim 1, wherein the method is performed by a client device. 
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8. The method of claim 7, wterein the chent device is one of a computer, a personal digital 
assistant, a telephone device, a pager, and a smartcard- 

9. The method of claim 1, wherein the method is performed by a server. 

10. An apparatus for providing personal data to a recipient, comprising: 

means for providing a personal data object, wherein the personal data object includes a 
template with embedded code fox generating a personal data output; 

receipt means for receiving at least one credential for the recipient; 

generation means for activating the embedded code in the template to dynamically 
generate a personal data output based on the at least one credential; and 

delivery means for delivering the personal data output to the recipient. 

1 1 . The apparatus of claim 1 0, wherein the at least one credential comprises an e-mail 
address. 

13, The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the personal data object comprises at least one of a 
signed Java class, a Java server page^ and a text file with fields replaced by JavaScript code, 

14. The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the personal data output comprises one of an 
electronic business card and an electronic calendar. 
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15. The apparatus of claim 1 0, wherein the deUvery means comprises means for attaching 
the personal data output to an e-naail message. 

16. The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the apparatus comprises a client device. 

17. The apparatus of claim 16, wherein the client device is one of a computer, a personal 
digital assistant, a telephone device, a pager, and a smartcard. 

1 8. The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the apparatus comprises a server. 

19. A computer program product, in a computer readable medium, for providing personal 
data to a recipient, comprising: 

instructions for providing a personal data object, wherein the personal data object 
includes a template with embedded code for generating personal data; . 

instructions for receiving at least one credential for the recipient; 

instructions for activating the embedded code in the personal data object to dynamically 
g^erate personal data based on the at least one credential; and 

instructions for delivering the personal data to the rccipient. 

2 1 . The computer program product of claim 1 9, wherein the personal data object comprises at 
least one of a signed Java class, a Java server page, and a text file with fields replaced by 
JavaScript code. 
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22. The computer program product of claim 19, wlierein the at least onB credential 
comprises an e-mail address. 

23, The computer program product of claim 19, wherein the personal data output comprises 
one of an electronic business card and an electronic calendar. 
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EVTOENCE APPENDIX 
There is no evidence to be presented. 
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RELATED PROCEEDINGS APPENDIX 
There sue no related proceedings. 
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